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Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1836] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 1836) to amend the act approved March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 
1045, 1057, ch. 422), to provide for the appointment by the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia of special policemen, and for other 
purposes, after full consideration, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia to appoint special policemen for duty within 
the District of Columbia in connection with the property of, or under 
the charge of, any government, association, corporation, organization, 
partnership, or individual; said special policemen to be paid wholly 
by the government, association, corporation, organization, partner- 
ship, or individual on whose application and account their appoint- 
ments are made. 

For many years the Commissioners appointed special policemen at 
the request of the various agencies of the United States Government to 
protect the property of these agencies. However, the present law 
provides that the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, upon 
application of any corporation or individual, or in their own discretion, 
may appoint special policemen for duty in connection with the prop- 
erty of or under the charge of such corporation or individual, and the 
Corporation Counsel recently ruled that the Commissioners did not 
have authority to make appointments at the request of agencies of 
the United States, since they were neither corporations nor individuals 

As a result of the Corporation Counsel’s opinion, the Commis- 
sioners discontinued appointing special policemen for duty in connec- 
tion with the property of, or under the charge of, the United States 
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Government, and it has been necessary for the Supreme Court and 
the Library of Congress to secure legislation authorizing the designa- 
tion of certain of their employees as special policemen, while the 
Smithsonian Institution at the present time is requesting the enact- 
ment of similar legislation. 

This bill is designed to avoid the creation of these “islands of 
special police jurisdiction” by making it possible for the Commis- 
sioners to appoint special policemen for duty not only in connection 
with property owned by the United States Government, but also 
property owned by nati other than the United States, and 
by organizations, associations, or partnerships. 

This measure has the cantered of the Board of Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which no 
change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Secrion 4-115, Disrricr or CoLumsBta Cops, 1940 Eprrion 


[That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, on application of any 
corporation or individual, or in their own discretion, may appoint special police- 
men for duty in eonnection with the prorerty of, or under the charge of, such cor- 
poration or individual; said special police nen to be paid wholly by the corporation 
or person on whese account their avpointments are made, and to be subject to 
such general rezulations as the said Commussioners may prescribe.’’ is amended 
to read as follows] 

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia, on application of any government, 
association, corporation, organization, partnership, or endividual, may, in their dis- 
cretion, appoint special policemen for duty within the District of Columbia in con- 
nection with the property of, or under the charge of, such government, association, 
corporation, organization, partnership, or tndividua i: said special policemen to be 

aid wholly by the government, association, corporation, organization, partnership, 
yr indivilual on whose account their appointments are made, and to be subject to such 
eral regulations as the said Commissioners may prescribe. 





